Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.036; wR factor = 0.090; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.5.
In the title compound, [Cu(C 14 H 13 N 2 O 2 )(NCS)(C 3 H 7 NO)], the Cu 2+ ion is coordinated by an N,N 0 ,O-tridentate 2-methoxy-6-(2-pyridylmethyliminomethyl)phenolate ligand, an N-bonded thiocyanate ion and an O-bonded dimethylformamide (DMF) molecule, resulting in a distorted CuN 3 O 2 square-based pyramidal geometry for the metal ion, with the DMF O atom in the apical site. The dihedral angle between the aromatic rings in the ligand is 8. 70 (16) . The S atom is disordered over two positions in a 0.901 (6):0.099 (6) ratio. In the crystal, molecules interact by way of -stacking interactions [centroid-centroid separation = 3.720 (2) Å ].
Related literature
For the synthesis, see: Pointeau et al. (1986) . For related structures, see: Li & Zhang (2004) ; You & Zhu (2004) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Cu(C 14 1 h, then CuCl 2 .2H 2 O (0.017 g, 0.1 mmol) in 5 ml water and potassium thiocyanate (0.019 g, 0.2 mmol) in 2 ml methanol were added with stirring. The precipitate was collected by filtration, dissolved with N,N-dimethyllformamide. Brown prisms of (I) were obtained by slow evaporation at room temperature over several days.
Refinement
H atoms bound to carbon were placed in geometrical positions and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.94Å and U iso (H) =1.2U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I) with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level.
Crystal data [Cu(C 14 
Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. 
